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Mr. A. Searle Field 

Staff Director . 
Select Committee on Takei lisence 
House of Representatives. . 
ee D.C. 20515 » 


Attention: Mr. Rushford ~ 


’ 


eee Mr. Field: 


Attaches Recetas are more ‘han half se he tenance 


“requested by Mr. Rushford which relate to BACKFIRE. The 


documents have been sanitized to remove material not deal-- 


ing with BACKFIRE, and to remove technical information: 


not related to the substance of the reports. The re- 
me snane cqconen will be cleared for aaa on bipate 


"Sincerely, 
(25X1A 
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: USSR Porthor Whauqnis Of Une BackiTixe : 


Fnore is mounting evidence that the nevast Soviet 
bonber, tha Backfire, may be a major modification of 


an older, intormediate-range homber--the “WU-22 Blinder-~_ 
and not a new design. Uf so, this sugyests that the 
Backfire is meant to replace ti inder, and con- 
sequentiy would be used tor issions on the. periphers 

of the USSR rather than for intercontinental missions.: 


A detailed photographic comparison of the Backfire 
prototype and the Blinder shows a marked physical con- 
gruity between the airframe sections of the two aix- 
cralt,. suggesting that the Backtire=--at least che: pro 
totype, Backfire n-~-is a highly-medified TU-22 rather 
than a new design. 
Thexe have been many indications since the late 
that the Soviets have been extremely dissatisfi 
with the performace charactoristics of the TU-22. 
Consequently they 
wmidertook a major modification of the aircraft. fhe 
result was a highly-modified Blinder~--designated the 
TU--22M—-—distinguished DY: among other things, vatiable~ 
sweep wings. ThAS rao ified Blinder entered production 

in 1969, the year the Back fice LIES appeared. Purtiter 

strengtheting the association of the PU-22M. and the 
Backfire, ; . ‘in- 
dicated that a TY-22M was at Rame skoye Flight Test | 
Center near Noscow at ine Eine ae Backfire was under 
going £laght testing ehaeat 
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Reeording to , an 1969 while : 

discussing the shartcomings of the Blinder, ] 

\ said that a new 


bomber was under developiment, but that it would be two 
to three years before “large-scale production" began. 
ralso implied that the new aircraft was not an 
intercomkinental bowber. That time fraine compares 
is 


favorably with infoxrm:tion frem a ne ‘Soviet 3 
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a who said that the TU-22M was expecked to - 
be delivered to operational units in L971. 


Two to three yoars is an extreme: VY short period 
of time for a Soviet aircraft to complete development 
and £light te sting, reach series produckion, and be 
delivered to operational units. To shorten the develop- 
mental period, the Soviets may have used available wu-22 
Blinder components rather than designing 2 and manufac-- ° 
turing completely new components, which would ee 
the physical s similarify af Bac she eovand the {U- 


The use of existing TU--22 pair to the 
~ extent possible in the Backfire most likely. would 
result in a higher weiaht for the aircr raEt than was 
previously estimated. “This would in turn result in 
some decrease-~how much has nok yet bean determined-- 
in the estimated range of the Backfire. 


the operational version of this aixcraft-- 
Backfire B~-incorporates still further improve 
over the prototype. The Backfire B is an improved ear 
“version of the Backfire A--iLkself€ apparently 
Ment on, and possibly a replacement’ For, the 
would seem that the Backfire is the rR et al Oh ar Sale 
forms as the Blinder was intendac to. bub never did. 


The new information tends to. confirm that the 
Backfire is best suited For, and is most Likely in- 
tended to be used for, peripheral bombing missions. 

The pattern of Backfire deliveries to Operational units 
thus far supports ‘chis contention. Backfire has been 
assigned to intermediate e-range bomber units of Long 
Range and Naval Aviation. 


If the Backfire Bis, in Fack, aa evolutionary 
“product of the Blinder cesign, some of the assumptions 
on which previous estimates o BSaak£ire performance 
vere based--particularly the ca that Packline is a 
new, optinized design~-may be ranity. Some of the 
areas that may need to be re-exenined are fuel con-- 
sunption and capacity, aerodynanic performance, andl 
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aircraft weight. A change in any of these could result: 
in a change in the performance of the Backfire. A 

detailed analysis of Hackfire pexformandce is currently 
being undertaken. POO SECRET 
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t1 December 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Miss Emily Sheketoff 
House Select Committee on Intelligence 


SUBJECT : Material on "Hold" Items 


1. As agreed at our meeting earlier today, Iam trans-' 
mitting the following documents: . 


a A pense Sireent: "The Nature of | 
Hold Items" . 


b.. The "Matrix" 


(e) A companion piece to the "Matrix" 
which sveils out in somewhat more detail the 
inforrs zon contained in the eo ee ue 


‘The distribution list for fis SALT 
Monitoring HepOntS ot 


tg 


2. I have checked in red ihe items listed in ane matrix . 
which have already been’ forwarded to the Hope porcet Committee. 


4 og 8. You will “ote references in the eee to two: USIB 
SALT Steering Group reports: one dated 8 November 1972, and _ 


the other dated 7 August 1974.. The distribution list of the 
8 NORerDee 1972 report was as follows: gd ee 


Cr’ a oO FATS STM 
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